
Virtual Arbor Day in Nahant:  A Celebration of Our Trees

April 24, 2020

Nahant S.W.I.M. Inc. invited Nahant residents to celebrate their favorite trees by 
submitting photos, poems and stories expressing what these trees mean to them.  

This celebration is open-endedand we look forward to adding more messages 
about trees in the future.  If you would like to add to our collection, contact 

nahantswiminc@gmail.com

We hope you enjoy this celebration.



Nahant Arbor Day 2020

Photo by Robert Wilson



Introduction We hope to better recognize and care for our trees.  
A tree survey in our town began this summer.  With 
the Nahant Department of Public Works, we have 
helped draft a Tree by-law to be presented to Town 
residents.  

The trees of Nahant are very important to us.  We 
have come to understand their value in improving 
air quality, reducing  temperature, absorbing noise, 
and providing food and shelter, with roots that 
absorb pollutants and reduce erosion.  In addition, 
we feel deeply about these trees, which hold strong 
historical and emotional ties to our lives.  



Trees are Important

Wild Black Cherry  Prunusserotina

Forest Garden, Johnson School

Trees are important to our lives but also 
to wildlife.  They provide food and shelter 
to mammals, birds and insects.  Young 
birds are fed insects and especially 
caterpillars by their parents, and these 
insects need trees.

Trees which have coevolved in their 
environment with other plants, animals 
and insects are especially valuable.  

Such trees as native oak, willow, cherry, 
plum, birch, poplar, cottonwood, 
crabapple, maple, elm and pine should be 
favored when planting new trees. 

Douglas W. Tallamyin

Bringing Nature Home



Weeping Willow 
near Flash Road

This is a common tree in 
Nahant, usually found in areas 
of moist, rich soil.  It has 
shallow roots which spread 
out over 3 times the distance 
from its foliage and has a 
lifespan of only about 50 
years.  

The Weeping Willow is native 
to northern China. It has been 
cultivated for many years 
elsewhere in Asia, as it was 
traded along the Silk Road to 
southwest Asia and Europe.

Salix babylonica



Black Locust
Robiniapseudoacacia

This tree is near the Community, 
Butterfly  and Forest Gardens at the 
Johnson School.  There are many 
found around Nahant, especially on 
ǘƘŜ ǎƭƻǇŜ  ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ .ŀƛƭŜȅΩǎ Iƛƭƭ tŀǊƪ 
near the golf course.

It has rugged, deep furrowed bark and 
compound leaves with 7-19 leaflets. 
White pea-like fragrant flowers in 
drooping clusters in early summer.  

The Black Locust is native to 
Appalachian and Ozark Mountains and 
was introduced her for erosion control 
and its wood.  It is now considered to 
be an invasive plant beyond its native 
range. 



A Tree Called Courage

Å Trees are some of the most splendid living 
things on earth.Moreover, they are among the 
oldest species, with a possible lifespan of 
thousands of years. When studying trees, I have 
learned much about beauty, courage, and 
patience. They give much back to nature, not 
only by living but also in death.Lastly, if you 
listen, trees talk and sing in manifold tongues in 
harmony with the winds.

Å I call this amazing tree,Courage,. It is located 
on Marginal Road, clinging to the 
cliff.  Couragehas had a tough time, especially 
with the recent storms, and subsequent road 
and cliff repairs. So I am crossing my fingers!

Å While probably not a Heritage Tree candidate, 
this tree reminds me of the Halfway Tree, which 
stood for many years midway along the 
Causeway.Nahant Historical Society has a limb 
disk, showing rings and bark, plus images of that 
tree. The next picture shows the Halfway Tree.

Bonnie Ayers DõOrlando

Possibly Slippery Elm  Ulnusrubra



Circa 1906 Courtesy,  Nahant Historical Society          

The Half WayTree on the Nahant-Lynn Roadway
probably a Poplar



American Basswood or Linden

American basswood Tiliaamericana
is a  handsome shade and street 
tree. Favored by bees and known as 
ά.ŜŜ-ǘǊŜŜέ ƛǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ  ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ 
flavored honey.  Native Americans 
made ropes and woven mats from 
the tough fibrous inner bark.

Helene Rossert



Copper Beech Tree
at Nahant Community Center

The Copper Beech is found in a 
number oflocations around 
Nahant, and many are quite old.  

This tree is a cultivar of  European 
Beech  Fagussylvatica.  The 
American Beech Fagusgrandifolia
is a species native to the eastern 
U.S, often found in our woods, 
with green leaves.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ǘǊŜŜ ƛǎ туΩфέ ǘŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ 
calculated to be 300 years old

Pat McArdle

Fagussylvaticapurpurea



The huge maple tree in our frontyard facing the sea is 
an ancestor tree.More than 50 years old, it's been 
there as long asI've been coming to Nahant, since 

1964. I enjoyed sitting in its shade on hot days with my 
mother-in-law. Our children crawled in the grass under 

it when they were babies.I've read to our grand-
daugherthere, sheltered from the sun.

We had its branches cabled a few years ago. to keep it 
safe. Now I'm worried.It weathered the ferocious 

winds of the recent storm, but how much longer can we 
let it stay, hanging over our house?Such a hard 

decision. To think about cutting down an ancient tree 
that's served us so well for so long.Like othertrees, 

this tree has living knowledge, memories of looking out 
at the waves, down at us, and up at the sky at planes 
and planets.We're putting off cutting it down.We'll 

plant a new tree, but it won't be the same.

Barbara Beatty



Copper Beech
Bradley Family Tree

Many generations have enjoyed a swing which 
hung from this tree.   Edie Roland  grew up 
playing under the tree with her cousin,
Gretchen Sterenberg.  Before the  branch had 
to be removed, Edie had the last swing.

The large trunk of this tree is uplifting the 
ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪΦ  LǘΩǎ ǿƛŘŜ ŎǊƻǿƴ ŘǊŀǇŜǎ 
over Summer Street. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǘǊŜŜ ƛǎ урΩ ƛƴ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
about 300 years old.

Polly, Larry and Scott Bradley
Fagussylvaticapurpurea



Camperdown
Elm

This Elm  is located in in the Nahant 
garden of Donna Steinberg.  The 
original tree was first found as a 
mutated offspring of a WychElm on 
the grounds of the Camperdown
House in Dundee, Scotland, where its 
still stands today. The original tree 
grows on its own roots, but all others 
are grafted on Wychelms.  Because 
they are unable to reproduce,  all can 
be traced to the original elm in 
Scotland.  

Lǘǎ ŎƻƴǘƻǊǘŜŘ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ άǿŜŜǇέ 
toward  the ground.  Although 
beautiful when in full leaf, the 
distinctive shape of this tree can be 
appreciated here.

UlmusglabraΨCamperdowniiΩ



Austrian or      
Black Pine

Pinusnigra

Candace Cahill shares this 
iconic view of the pine trees 
that border the road leading 
ǳǇ .ŀƛƭŜȅΩǎ IƛƭƭΣ ŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ 
across Nahant Harbor.
A native of Southern Europe, 
it is found in many places, 
planted in cities and along 
highways.  The Austrian or 
European Black Pine is valued 
for its attractive form, dark 
green foliage, and tolerance 
of salt spray, air pollution and 
dry soil.  It is found in many 
places in Nahant, notably 
along Short Beach.  



Austrian or Black Pine
Pinusnigra

A handsome example of 
Austrian or Black Pine in 
Nahant, noted by Tracy 
Cauley.

This tree is found on the 
property of the Nahant 
Country Club, on the corner 
of Nahant Road and Ocean 
Street.

Look for this tree in many 
locations around town.

Notice that Austrian Pine 
has 2 needles in each 
bundle, compared with the 
similar Pitch Pine, with 3 
needles per bundle.



Piceaabies

Native to Europe, often the largest 
spruce in the East.   Long pale cones

and often with drooping boughs

Located on the Marjoram Park hill and 
the site of a number ofsledding 
mishaps! 

IŜƛƎƘǘ фнΦо Ψ

Calculated to be about 120 years old

Norway Spruce



Dawn 
Redwood
This tree is a living fossil.  It was 
long believed to be extinct but 
was discovered in central  China 
in 1941. Although  threatened by 
deforestation in its wild range, it 
is planted in arboreta and gardens 
around the world. The dawn 
redwood is popular as a fast-
growing ornamental tree.  Along 
with the tamarack (larch), it is a 
deciduous conifer,  losing its 
needles in the winter.

This specimen is located inthe  
wooded area of the Costin
property.

Metasequoiaglyptostroboides



Dawn Redwood
Metasequoiaglyptostroboides

These trees are located on the 
Hunnewellproperty on Willow 
Road, bordering the Nahant 
Thicket of MA Audubon.

Info

Dawn Redwoods at Hunnewell house

DETAILS

Jun 30

Tue, 2:39 PM GMT-04:00

IMG_4775.JPG

9MP 2992 À 2992 4.9 MB

Canon Canon PowerShot SX50 HS

Ô/ 4 1/ 100 4.3mm ISO160

Shared by Vi P



Tamarack Tree at 
Nahant Country Club
A native tree in the Pine Family, which 
loses its needles in the winter.  The 
needles grow in clusters and turn pale 
yellow in the fall.

Also known as American Larch from 
the Native American name

Larixlaricina



Window View Haiku
BraydenMcCarthy

Johnson School

Tall blue spruce outside

Visited by birds and           

squirrels

Gives us pitch and cones

Piceapungens



An old friend is goneΧ.

Colorado Blue Spruce
For 34 years, as long asǿŜΩǾŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ 
Nahant, a  Colorado blue spruce has 
ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŦǊƻƴǘ ȅŀǊŘΦ  LǘΩǎ 
blue-green needles on heavy boughs 
created an impressive site, much 
admired by family and friends.  Our tree 
was about 44 feet tall and about 80 years 

old. The growth of our city tree was 
hampered by its location, not able to 
flourish, as in its native forests of the 
Rocky Mountains.  A strong gust of wind 
blew our tree over recently, tearing its 
roots from the ground.  Its remains were 
gone in a day.  We suddenly lost an old 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ ǿƘƻƳ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǎ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ 
gone from our lives.

Cantelmo-Rauworth-McCarthy Family

Our tree, in its younger days, as it 
appears on a Christmas stocking



Swamp White Oak (Quercus bicolor) about 160 years old in wetlands near FurbushRoad.
This native tree thrives in lowlands and swamps. 

It is called bicolorbecause the leaves are darker green above and whitish below.  



Beech and Sugar Maple
Cusack Family, Nahant Road

Circa 1900 230 year oldbeech today

Beech tree is farthest on the left in 
picture above. Others are sugar maple. Sugar maples are no longer present



Northern Catalpa Tree
Catalpa speciosa

tree

Info

Barba's Catalpa Tree

DETAILS

Jun 9

Tue, 12:06 PM GMT-04:00

IMG_4742.JPG

9MP 2992 À 2992 3.5 MB

Canon Canon PowerShot SX50 HS

Ô/ 4 1/ 1000 4.497mm ISO160

Shared by Vi P

The Catalpa is a 
medium sized 
native tree, often 
planted for its 
beautiful 
blossoms.  This 
tree from  the 
Arbor Day 
Foundation was 
planted in 2018 
by Linda Barba
and SWIM. It  
delighted 
everyone with  
flowers this year!  



Catalpa Tree in Flower
Catalpa speciosa

This lovely tree was 
located on Willow Road 
across from Tudor Beach.

Sadly, it was cut down for 
new construction.

Hopefullyothers will 

flourish in Nahant. 

Photo by Robert Wilson


